
1. Since the discussion is about heresy, one heretic who 
comes to mind is Martin Luther. On an airplane, the pope 
recently said that Martin Luther did not err on the issue of 
justification. What is your response on the Lutheran heresy 
on the issue of justification and the upcoming ecumenical 
council and events and to a traditional Catholic’s response to 
the reports that are coming out?

His Excellency: We have already had an infallible response to 
the errors of Martin Luther: the Council of Trent. The teach-
ings of the Council of Trent about the errors of Martin Luther, 
I repeat, are infallible, ex cathedra, and the comments of the 
pope in the plane and not ex cathedra. 

2. Your Excellency, you used the word “dialogue” earlier. I 
had an epiphany a couple years ago when I realized there is 
a Hegelian dialectic, a thesis and antithesis, that maps up 
perfectly with defending the doctrine of the Church and be-
coming pastoral.  The pastoralism lines up perfectly with the 
antithesis of the Church, which reduces everything to mean-
inglessness.  So if we hear somebody support in the Vatican 
or in the USCCB the problem of homosexuality, we will hear 
another statement made coming from the opposite side that 
makes a defense of that position totally impossible, with the 
certainty that the first group of people that attack you will 
be the bishops.  So when I hear the word “dialogue” in any 
interfaith discussion, I automatically jump to the conclusion, 
that turns out to be 100% accurate, that will be what’s be-
ing done in the name of pastoralism, which is the antithesis 
to the doctrine.  This whole thing seems to be about the 
planned implosion of the Church where the first group of 
people look at are people on the outside.     

His Excellency:  We could witness in the past fifty years, more 
or less, the method of the so-called “dialogue.” We could 
observe that it was not bearing fruits, but mostly confusion 
about our Catholic faith, about the gospel, and weakening 
our commitment to preach the gospel, to preach the truth, 
to teach all nations—all nations—even the truth, all nations 
what Christ said, and they have to obey the commandments of 
Christ.  This is, you can read, in the gospel of Matthew.  And 
so did the Church.  And so, I think we have to correct this.  
We cannot continue in such an ambiguous manner [for the re-
covery] of dialogue.  Dialogue is possible in daily life; we have 
to speak to one another.  But when I speak with a person who 
is in error, it is also a dialogue.  When I have a true love, I will 
help the person who is in error to come out of the error.  Of 
course, I will do this with respect, with love, but with clarity.  
We have to be witness, always, of the truth, and to [state] this.  
This work of dialogue should be corrected.

3. (Question unavailable)

His Excellency: The pretext of so-called charity to help a 
neighbor with a completely and earthly agenda, this is nat-
uralism. This is not Christianity any more. We have the first 
task to teach the truth, to transmit the grace of God, the su-
pernatural life, for eternity. We are not born and created for 
this earth. Recently, there is on the internet a good initiative 
of a text with the title, “Declaration of Fidelity” on the website 
Filial Appeal. [“You’re all invited to sign.”] Yes, please.  I would 
encourage you, but I was in some way a collaborator with this 
text. So, we made a statement, a witness. The first signatures 
were a group of eighty persons, three cardinals, three bishops, 
I am one of them, the pastoral administrator of Afghanistan, 
a general superior, several priests, and lay people all over the 
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“Rejoice, O Virgin Mary, for thou alone have destroyed all 
heresies in the whole world. Thou believed the word of the 
Archangel Gabriel. A virgin still, thou brought forth the 
God-man; thou bore a Child, O Virgin, and remained a 
Virgin still. Mother of God, intercede for us“. These words 
Holy Mother Church prays since more than a millennium 
in the Divine Office and in the Votive Mass of the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary in the Tract after Septuagesima from the 
Common of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

The battle of the Blessed Virgin Mary against Satan, who is 
spreading errors and heresies in the world, is already indi-
cated by God’s words after the fall in sin of Adam and Eve: 
“I will put enmity between you and the Woman, between 
your offspring and hers. He will crush your head while you 
will strike at his heel” (Gen 3:15). Pope John Paul II taught 
in his Marian Encyclical Redemptoris Mater, that Mary is 
collocated in the very center of the battle of Christ against 
Satan: “Mary, Mother of the Incarnate Word, is placed at 
the very center of that enmity, that struggle which accom-
panies the history of humanity on earth and the history of 
salvation itself.  In this history Mary remains a sign of sure 
hope” (no. 11).

Why the Blessed Virgin Mary has destroyed all heresies? 
Because She believed that the Son of God will incarnate 
and become man. The Christian faith consists essential-
ly in the faith in Christ true God and true man. For one 
who believes in the Divinity of Christ will accept all what 
Christ taught. The Blessed Virgin Mary was the first who 

believed in the Incarnation of God and since then this 
faith will never perish on earth until the Last Judgement. 
Through the faith of Mary the true faith was established on 
earth and she was the first who believed and therefore she 
is most powerful to destroy unbelieve and heresy. 

Pope Pius X spoke about Our Lady as of the noblest foun-
dation of the house of our faith: “To Mary it was said: 
“Blessed is She Who has believed, because the things 
promised Her by the Lord shall be accomplished.” (Luke 
1:45). The promise was that She would conceive and bring 
forth the Son of God ... Therefore, since the Son of God 
made Man is the “author and finisher of faith” (Heb. 
12:2), we must recognize His Most Holy Mother as the 
partaker and, as it were, the custodian, of the divine mys-
teries. We must acknowledge that, after Christ, She is the 
noblest foundation on which is built the house of faith for 
all ages.” (Encyclical Ad Diem Illum, February 2, 1904).

When Saint Francis Sales in the year 1602 after a long and 
hard work crushed protestantism in the region of Chablais, 
he wrote on the arch of the choir of the church in Tho-
non, the principal town of that region, the words: „Gaude 
Maria virgo, cunctas haereses sola interemisti in universo 
mundo (Rejoice, O Virgin Mary, for thou alone have de-
stroyed all heresies in the whole world)”. The Saint Doctor 
of the Church confessed hereby in a solemn way the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary als the guardian of the fundaments of the 
whole Christian life, of the true faith.

The Most Reverend Athanasius Schneider, O.R.C. 
  

Lecture of October 20, 2016 at The Cosmos Club
Washington, DC  
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Q.1. My question is about the state of divorce in the 
Church today. 

H.E.: This is not the teaching of the Church in the first 
place, but this is the teaching of Christ, of the Eternal and 
Divine wisdom, that divorce is never allowed, in no cir-
cumstances.  This is the divine law. When a marriage is 
valid, no one can separate and dissolve it.  Every act that 
violates the sacramental bond of marriage is a sin against 
God, against His holy will.  This is sin, it hurts you in your 
soul, damages you, because when someone is disobeying 
God, he is always hurting and damaging himself.  No good 
purpose can justify, to be opposing God.  It’s terrible to be 
opposing God’s will.  But we know the will of God, and the 
Church is only repeating the will of God, transmitting it to 
us.  So this is not the Church’s own teaching, but divine 
revelation, divine truth.  

Therefore in practice, there can be cases of separation, for 
which the name “divorce” is not correct, because a sacra-
mental marriage is indissoluble.  You cannot divorce a valid 
marriage. An invalid marriage can be declared null.  In the 
case of a valid marriage we must speak of separation, and of 
course the Church permits separation in some cases of the 
spouses for serious reasons, but they have to keep fidelity 
and not engage in a new union.  So this is the truth of God.  
But, when someone is really sincere in seeking the will of 
God, in such a situation of separation or so-called divorce, 
there could be of course very deep sufferings. But God al-
ways gives His help and His graces, always, when you are 
asking in Him.  So you must have patience, faith and trust.  
Ask help, and God will give it to you, and you will save 
your soul and the souls of the others of your family.  This 
is the highest power of someone who accepts the will of 
God, even in suffering. He is already preparing for his own 

eternity, the eternal salvation of his soul and of the soul of 
the spouse from whom he is separated.  Such a person has 
to pray for the spouse’s eternal salvation, and for the salva-
tion of their children. Salvation is always through Christ 
and the Cross. Without the Cross, there is no salvation, but 
only an illusion. This earthly life is very short, and after 
comes eternity. We have to prepare ourselves for eternity.   

Q.2. Why is marriage indissoluble?

H.E.: Because the marriage was already established in par-
adise. Marriage was established and created before Adam 
and Eve sinned, before original sin.  And so, this is the only 
sacrament that was given to us direct from paradise, in par-
adise, where there was no sin.  God joined Adam and Eve as 
a couple before they sinned.  What God joins, man cannot 
separate. Therefore, the marriage bond is a sign, a reflection 
of the holiness of God and of the fidelity of God Himself.  
God is faithful to us, always, even to the extent that when 
a baptized person rejects God and ultimately will be con-
demned to hell, he will carry with him to hell the indissolu-
ble mark of his baptism. In baptism, we receive an indelible 
character, an indelible seal on our soul. Even a condemned 
soul will carry it into hell as a sign that God is faithful. God 
remains faithful.  Therefore, the marriage bond is a sign of 
the love of God for His creation.  Especially the marriage 
bond is a sign of the love of Christ for His Church, His 
bride.  The marriage bond is a sign, an external sign, a sac-
rament of the indissoluble bond and fidelity of Christ to 
His bride, the Church. Therefore, marriage itself possesses 
this indissolubility.  It is a work of God.  It is not a work of 
man.  What man has joined, they can separate.  But here, 
not.  This is a work of God.
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1. Ever since apostolic times the Church showed deep con-
cern to offer  a type of worship which would meet the exi-
gency of God’s utter holiness. Therefore, she always prayed 
to God the Father, particularly in the Latin tradition, 
through Christ in the Holy Spirit, since Our Lord Jesus 
Christ instructed us to adore God “in Spiritu et Veritate” 
(John 4:23). In fact, it is only “in the Holy Spirit” that one 
can truly adore Christ, that is, recognize His Divinity, ac-
cording to the words of Saint Paul: “Nemo potest dicere, 
Dominus Iesus, nisi in Spiritu Sancto” (1 Cor 12:3). In 
the Lord’s Prayer, we pray first of all that God’s name be 
hallowed: “sanctificetur Nomen Tuum”. This means that 
when the faithful pray and worship God, they must be 
conscious that He is the All-Holy God, and must behave 
accordingly. Jesus Christ Himself in His “High Priestly 
Prayer” (John 17) began by asking for the glorification of 
both the Son and the Father (John 17:1) and He referred 
to His Father  as “Holy Father” (John 17:11).
 
2. Hence awareness of God’s deep holiness is the first con-
dition and is typical of Christian worship. And, naturally, 
it demands typical gestures of adoration, such as bowing, 
prostrations, and also silence, which expresses an interior 
attitude of awe and reverence. The most authoritative wit-
ness to these fundamental attitudes of Christian worship is 
the Book of the Apocalypse, which presents to the eyes of 
Christians the heavenly liturgy as the real model for wor-
ship on earth. The reference to the model of the heavenly 
worship (specifically the allusion to the angels) is the main 
and constant characteristic of the liturgy throughout the 
two millennia, from the Apostolic Fathers up to the Mag-
isterium of the Second Vatican Council. From the mul-

tiple witnesses to this attitude from the most ancient times 
are to be mentioned here St. John Chrysostom (4th – 5th 
century), witnessing the liturgical tradition of Antioch 
and Constantinople. The liturgy of the Church has to be 
modeled by the heavenly liturgy of the angels. Therefore 
the Church on earth in worshipping and adoring the Di-
vine Majesty mostly in the Eucharistic liturgy has the duty 
to imitate the angels in the interior disposition (purity 
of heart) and in the exterior gestures. The following wit-
nesses from the Patristic time demonstrate that this was 
the conscience of the universal Church (Rome, Carthage, 
Jerusalem, Antioch/Constantinople), being consequently 
an indispensable and constant criterion for an authentic 
liturgical tradition.

3. To Saint John Chrysostom, also known by the title “doc-
tor eucharisticus”, the tradition of the Byzantine Church 
attributes the authorship of the liturgy or the anaphora 
called after his name. In his sermons this Saint repeatedly 
stresses the presence of the angels in the earthly liturgy 
and invites the faithful to worship God in spiritual union 
with them. St. John names the angels “con-servants” (syn-
douloi, this expression is found already in Apoc 19:10 and 
Apoc 22:9) of the faithful who celebrate in joy the paschal 
Eucharistic liturgy (cf. Sermo adversus ebrios et de resurrec-
tione, 2: PG 50, 435). In his homilies on Isaiah the “doc-
tor eucharisticus” describes the spiritual union of the wor-
shipping faithful with the angels in such a way as if there 
would be no difference between the voice of the faithful 
and the voice of the angels, as if they would sing with one 
identical voice the hymn of the Sanctus. The fundament 
of this union is Christ himself through the sacrifice of the 
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“Rejoice, O Virgin Mary, for thou alone have destroyed all 
heresies in the whole world. Thou believed the word of the 
Archangel Gabriel. A virgin still, thou brought forth the 
God-man; thou bore a Child, O Virgin, and remained a 
Virgin still. Mother of God, intercede for us“. These words 
Holy Mother Church prays since more than a millennium 
in the Divine Office and in the Votive Mass of the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary in the Tract after Septuagesima from the 
Common of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

The battle of the Blessed Virgin Mary against Satan, who is 
spreading errors and heresies in the world, is already indi-
cated by God’s words after the fall in sin of Adam and Eve: 
“I will put enmity between you and the Woman, between 
your offspring and hers. He will crush your head while you 
will strike at his heel” (Gen 3:15). Pope John Paul II taught 
in his Marian Encyclical Redemptoris Mater, that Mary is 
collocated in the very center of the battle of Christ against 
Satan: “Mary, Mother of the Incarnate Word, is placed at 
the very center of that enmity, that struggle which accom-
panies the history of humanity on earth and the history of 
salvation itself.  In this history Mary remains a sign of sure 
hope” (no. 11).

Why the Blessed Virgin Mary has destroyed all heresies? 
Because She believed that the Son of God will incarnate 
and become man. The Christian faith consists essential-
ly in the faith in Christ true God and true man. For one 
who believes in the Divinity of Christ will accept all what 
Christ taught. The Blessed Virgin Mary was the first who 
believed in the Incarnation of God and since then this 
faith will never perish on earth until the Last Judgement. 
Through the faith of Mary the true faith was established on 
earth and she was the first who believed and therefore she 
is most powerful to destroy unbelieve and heresy. 

Pope Pius X spoke about Our Lady as of the noblest foun-
dation of the house of our faith: “To Mary it was said: 
“Blessed is She Who has believed, because the things 
promised Her by the Lord shall be accomplished.” (Luke 
1:45). The promise was that She would conceive and bring 
forth the Son of God ... Therefore, since the Son of God 
made Man is the “author and finisher of faith” (Heb. 
12:2), we must recognize His Most Holy Mother as the 
partaker and, as it were, the custodian, of the divine mys-
teries. We must acknowledge that, after Christ, She is the 
noblest foundation on which is built the house of faith for 
all ages.” (Encyclical Ad Diem Illum, February 2, 1904).

When Saint Francis Sales in the year 1602 after a long and 
hard work crushed protestantism in the region of Chablais, 
he wrote on the arch of the choir of the church in Tho-
non, the principal town of that region, the words: „Gaude 
Maria virgo, cunctas haereses sola interemisti in universo 
mundo (Rejoice, O Virgin Mary, for thou alone have de-
stroyed all heresies in the whole world)”. The Saint Doctor 
of the Church confessed hereby in a solemn way the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary als the guardian of the fundaments of the 
whole Christian life, of the true faith.

Saint Louis Grignion de Monfort says in his Treatise on 
true Devotion to the Blessed Virgin: “Mary has authori-
ty over the angels and the blessed in heaven. As a reward 
for her great humility, God gave her the power and the 
mission of assigning to saints the thrones made vacant by 
the apostate angels who fell away through pride. Such is 
the will of almighty God who exalts the humble, that the 
powers of heaven, earth and hell, willingly or unwillingly, 
must obey the commands of the humble Virgin Mary. For 
God has made her queen of heaven and earth, leader of 
his armies, keeper of his treasures, dispenser of his graces, 
worker of his wonders, restorer of the human race, media-
trix on behalf of men, destroyer of his enemies, and faith-
ful associate in his great works and triumphs.” (n. 28)
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world.  It was very beautiful to have this una voce, one voice.  
This is our answer. Declaration of fidelity to the unchanging 
truth of the Church concerning marriage. Unchanging truth.  
Each thesis in this declaration states, we firmly reiterate, or we 
firmly maintain the truth, that, and so forth, we sent this.  In 
my opinion, this is our possible answer, to be faithful.      

4. One of the things you spoke a lot about was faith. I am 
reminded of St. Thomas, and John of St. Thomas after him, 
about wisdom, actually, wisdom as distinguished from the 
practical wisdom of prudence within our nature, the gift of 
wisdom infused by the Holy Ghost, which is what faith be-
comes in eternity. I know that Mary has something to teach 
us about this, but could you also speak about this relation-
ship between the infused gift of wisdom that gives us a natu-
rality with God and the faith?

His Excellency:	   Very good.  I am very happy with this ques-
tion.  Indeed, today as we are observing this confusion inside 
the Church, I am most certain that  the lay people are now 
called to witness their faith.  I think this is an effect, a conse-
quence, of the gifts of the Holy Spirit which you received in 
the sacrament of Confirmation.  And so you lay people, you 
received the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, one of these gifts 
is the gift of wisdom, the wisdom of faith, the gift of courage.  
You know these seven gifts.  You have received these in the sac-
rament of Confirmation. I have observed these gifts that you 
have received, these gifts are now bearing fruits, because now 
in these times the faith is now shining, in some ways, more 
clearly, more beautiful, in the souls of the lay people than in 
the great part of the souls of the hierarchy, sad to say.  Thank 
you, I can say as a bishop, thank you to my dear faithful who 
are confirmed in the sacrament of Confirmation.       

5. Our Lady of Akita talked about the time of bishop against 
bishop, and obviously that prophecy is manifest today.  What 
we see coming from the highest part of the Church is that 
the unfaithful bishops, the heretical ones, are being reward-
ed, and the ones who speak in truth, one has been banished, 
one has recently been replaced.  And so, I have a fear that the 
good ones will be silenced.  We are in the position that when 
we speak the truth of the Church, or Our Lord’s words, very 
soon, maybe tomorrow morning, someone will say, but the 
pope doesn’t say that. So we’re in a most difficult position, 
because we do not even have the support, or even a façade, of 
being Catholic from above.

His Excellency: You have the façade. You have this time the 
catechism, the immutable catechism. And so, continue this.  
When in some way the hierarchy is weaker, then speak louder, 
your faith, and say, I know to whom I believe, I know, and 
no one can take away the faith from me. And so you have to 
confess your faith and to pray for the bishops that God may 
grant us really courageous bishops, shepherds of the Church, 
that they are rewarded, maybe those who speak today, they are 
rewarded in the Church. But what does it mean, this reward?  
For me, it is nothing in comparison to eternity.  What does it 
mean, this?  My reward is a good conscience, of faith, of fidel-
ity to Jesus, and the reward I hope to receive in heaven. These 
temporary rewards I think they have not so much meaning.  
And so, the better reward is to be faithful to the faith. And 
God will do his work. So be faithful and believe, and help 
even those who are losing their faith, even when these may be 
a bishop, and continue your faith.

6.  Because of social media, because of modern media, we’re 
constantly bombarded by the modern, and it’s very easy to 
get distracted because of what’s happening in most recently. 
As Catholics we have almost two thousand years of rich the-
ology to learn from and pull from. How do you recommend 
we live, not only a detachment, a distancing from, it feels like 
an over attachment, too much attention to the pope. We’re 
not paying attention to our local bishops. We’re not paying 
attention to the thousands of years of history we have as a 
faith. What advice do you give to people to kind of ignore 
the waves that are going on in the Church, and get deeper 
under the water?

His Excellency: In this globalized world of the internet and 
social media, I think we in some way do not have to pay too 
much attention to all these every day words of the pope, his 
gestures. It is not necessary. In the past centuries, Catholics 
lived and have not known what the pope was speaking all their 
life.  They heard the preaching of the parish priest, and maybe 
they heard the pastoral letter of the bishop, and no more. And 
they have known maybe the name of the pope and prayed for 
him, and no more. So it is not necessary in my opinion. We 
have to pray for the pope every day, of course, we are Catho-
lics, and we have to have reverence to his office.  Catholicism 
is not necessarily a papacentrism, but a Christocentrism, for 
which the pope is only a vicar.  For him, we pray and we love, 
for his office and his person. But we have to be moderate in 
some way and more serene, because we know our faith.  



7. Your Excellency you visited the SSPX seminary a year or 
two ago. What are your thoughts on the SSPX and what do 
you think will happen with them going forward?

His Excellency: Of course, we do not have to think this one 
group is the saviour of the Church. The Church has her Sav-
iour. This is Jesus Christ. Of course we are living in a very 
difficult time, extraordinarily difficult, and what Msgr. LeFe-
bvre did in the past, maybe in the future we will have a more 
positive judgment in general of his work, in general I think. I 
am not classifying every step of his, but globally in these dif-
ficult times. Second, this group has a danger, and I told them 
when I visited them, this is a danger, the more they are in 
some way self-sufficient ecclesiastically, and this is not normal, 
it could last some time, but it should not last too much.  Oth-
erwise, this group becomes self-sufficient, autocephalis, this is 
not Catholic any more. This is in some way like a sect; we are 
the only safe place. All the rest is gone away. This is a danger. I 
am not saying that all in the Society of Pius X has this attitude, 
but there is some danger of this. I hope that Pope Francis is 
generous to them and wants to achieve some solution, a prac-
tical solution, canonical I would say, and this is already offered 
to them.  I could in some way help, but there are some diffi-
culties internally in the Society who are against, have no trust. 
A great deal of them have lost trust. This is a problem. And 
then, I don’t know exactly the last information, what Rome 
will do. But last week Msgr. Fellay was in Rome to speak about 
this. So we have to pray for a miracle that it will happen. It 
will be good that they will be recognized by the Church. It 
will be a new presence of many priests and faithful who are 
substantially Catholic, who will give a good constitution to 
strengthen the army which we are.      

8. I was reading that marvelous talk you gave a while back 
on asking for a new syllabus of errors. And I was reading 
the footnote and who provided the investigation into what 
is the authentic meaning of the Church of pastoral. And I 
found that it was the Friars of the Immaculate that helped 
you prepare that. This pope has destroyed that entire order.  
Is that why?

His Excellency:  I don’t know.  I think it is not on this specific 
topic, but in my opinion the destruction of the Franciscans of 
the Immaculate has a deeper root, in my opinion, a general 
root, to stop an order, a flourishing order inside the Church 
who was increasingly to diffuse tradition inside the Church, 
doctrinally and liturgically, the traditional Mass for example.  
This was to some circles in the high hierarchy a challenge, and 
they wanted to stop this. This is my opinion, globally. The de-
velopment of the Franciscans of the Immaculate is a tradition-
al order in the Church which is not depending on Ecclesia Dei, 
because some liberal members of the hierarchy considered the 
different communities of Ecclesia Dei some kind of museum 
pieces. So they could control them. But since another com-
munity which is not Ecclesia Dei, in some way an ordinary 
institute, with the same characteristics of Ecclesia Dei, then it 
becomes dangerous for them. And then they tried to stop this.  
But this is a work of God. No one can stop this. This is tempo-
rary, in my opinion, measure, a temporarily. But this suffering 
by them will bear fruits. We have to see longer.                                 
    

  




