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00:02
Fr. Calvin Goodwin: Welcome everyone to the Eternal Word Television Network, EWTN’s live
relay of a pontifical Solemn Mass in the Extraordinary Form of the Latin Rite, to be celebrated
by His Excellency Bishop Edward Slattery, Bishop of Tulsa, here at the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC.

01:38
The Mass to be celebrated today is that of the coronation of a pope for the fifth anniversary of
Pope Benedict the Sixteenth as Supreme Pontiff, together with the commemoration during the
Mass of Saint Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Martyr.

01:51
This is Father Calvin Goodwin of the Priestly Fraternity of Saint Peter together with Father John
Zuhlsdorf in the broadcast booth. Today's Mass is the first to be celebrated here at the Basilica
in the Extraordinary or Traditional Latin form in several decades, and it is the first time the
original High Altar has been used in forty-five years.

02:17
You can see the full splendor of the sanctuary today as well as the children's choir which will be
one of several choirs participating in today's ceremony.

03:06
(Children’s choir singing Ave Maria)
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03:13
Fr. CG The ceremony will begin today in proper fashion with the entrance into the Basilica of
The Most Reverend Edward Slattery in cappa magna. He will then proceed to the secretarium,
or side chapel, where he will be vested while one of the choirs sings the hour of Terce, one of
the so-called little hours of the Divine Office. That will begin in a few minutes.

05:03
The children's choir today is made up of members of several local Catholic parishes and Catholic
schools here in the Washington DC area, with a significant core group from Old Saint
Mary's Church where the Traditional Latin Mass is celebrated every Sunday.

05:21
Fr. Z Fr. Goodwin, it's so appropriate that they begin today with an Ave Maria in the Shrine of
the Immaculate Conception. Such a beautiful church dedicated to the patroness of the United
States, and singing the Gounod setting of the Ave Maria, very famous, written in 1859 by
Charles Gounod.

06:14
Fr. CG As you can see when the cameras are on the pews, there's very much a capacity crowd
here today except for the rows in the front, which are reserved for members of the Knights of
Columbus, the Papal Knights of Saint Gregory, and the Sacred Military Constantinian Order of
Saint George, all of whom will be assisting at today's Mass and will be entering the Basilica with
the procession.

[Panis Angelicus, childrens’ choir]

06:55
People have been arriving for about two or three
hours in order to get places today.

08:47
Fr. CG It's great to hear, Father, these young voices
and see these young faces singing in the Church’s ancient liturgical language with such
confidence and beauty these great pieces of music, which will be so familiar to some of our
older viewers today.

09:04
Fr. Z That’s right, especially in the setting of a church made for the praise of God. We know the
wonderful praise from Scripture that in the mouths of children you have perfected praise, and
you hear them singing Panis Angelicus, bread of angels, that we are able to consume the Lord.
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For humble servants the Lord makes Himself the servants of us and allows us to eat his bread
and body. That was a setting by César Franck, written in 1872 last part of a hymn written by
Thomas Aquinas.

09:50
[Children’s choir singing]

10:40
Fr. CG We now await the solemn entrance into the Basilica of Bishop Slattery. That's a shot of
the secretarium where he will be vesting for the Mass after he enters the Basilica.

11:30
Fr. Z: Father, we're looking at a shot of the apse of the Basilica. It's a mosaic of Christ in
majesty. And it's 3,610 square feet, maybe one of the largest mosaics of our Lord in the entire
world, and it's made of . . .

11:49
[Organ initiating the procession]

12:25
Fr. CG There’s a shot of the beautiful rose window and the choir loft.

12:36
Fr. CG The congregation is rising now as the procession begins.

12:56
Fr. CG And there we see His Excellency Bishop Slattery.

13:37
Fr. Z Fr. Goodwin, we see a fine shot of the cappa magna, the great cape, or cloak, the
proper dress of a bishop as he enters into a church to celebrate Holy Mass.

13:51
Fr. Z Father you may know, the cappa magna looks like it is pretty long, at least twenty feet.

Fr. CG I think it is at least that. It's another reminder of the riot of color and song and
ceremony that so lifts the senses, as well as the soul, in the celebration of the solemn form of
Holy Mass.

14:30
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Fr. Z Many people who are not familiar with the older form of liturgy have never seen this
before. It is the custom for the bishop to come in and vest there, sometimes at the altar,
sometimes at a small place set to the side, but it’s all very ritualistically done. We’ll have an
opportunity to see something now that many people have not seen, even in the old days, by
way of television.

14:55
Fr. CG The bishop is acknowledging the Blessed Sacrament in the Blessed Sacrament chapel
now before he proceeds to the secretarium. He is assisted by Father Gregory Pendergraft, the
director of development of the Priestly Fraternity Society of Saint Peter, and is the master of
ceremonies for today’s ceremony.

15:30
Fr. CG You can get a real idea of the length of that cappa magna now, as it passes through that
very large sanctuary.

16:00
Fr. Z As I mentioned, as the bishop's vesting begins in
the secretarium, and he says the prayers which
accompany the putting on of the vestments, one of the
choirs will be singing the hour of Terse from the
traditional form of the Divine Office or the Roman
Breviary, which all priests are bound to say every day.

16:46
Fr. CG The bishop has made a visit to the Blessed Sacrament before proceeding to the
secretarium for his vesting.

Fr. Z That's a good reminder to us, Father Goodwin, that all of these things we do today,
especially for our anniversary of the inauguration of the pontificate of Benedict the 16th, and
that we're doing a Pontifical Mass and we have all these beautiful things going on, everything is
really about the Lord.

Fr. CG Everything leads to Him. Everything proceeds from Him.

17:33
Fr. CG They used to say of Saint John Vianney, whom we commemorated so much in this Year
of the Priest, that from himself he wanted nothing, but for the Mass and for the Church, he
wanted only the finest quality materials and vestments and accoutrements, because it was all
for the Lord.
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18:07
Fr. Z They're entering into the west apse, where the secretarium is located. The secretarium
is like a secluded place. You can see the altars there and the beautiful mosaics.

18:27
[Singing, Veni Creator Spiritus– children’s choir]

18:51
Fr. Z You can see the fabric now with which the cappa magma is made. It’s beautiful.
Watered silk.

19:10
Fr. Z The children have been singing the Gregorian chant of Veni Creator Spiritus, a wonderful
hymn of the Holy Spirit, reminding us that Pentecost is coming.

19:31
Fr. CG It's the subdeacon of the Mass, Father Justin Nolan, who's assisting the bishop at this
point and behind the bishop are two priests who will be deacons at the throne, who are always
next to the bishop whenever he is standing or sitting at the throne during the Mass, as you'll
see within a few minutes.

20:14
Fr. CG Bishop Slattery now begins the vesting prayers.

20:59
Fr. Z The prayer the bishop says when he puts on these special
liturgical slippers, or buskins as they're called, concerns putting
shoes on his feet in preparation for the peace of the gospel.
There was a symbol, symbolic value attached to them at one point, about works of mercy
involved also in the spreading of the gospel.

21:54
Fr. CG Now the bishop washes his hands in preparation for donning the proper vestments of
the Mass. Every action always accompanied by prayer.

22:11
Fr. Z At this point the bishop is praying that he be clothed in the new man, who according to
the God was created in justice and the sanctity of truth.

22:30
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Fr. Z And he prays when he washes his hands that he be cleansed of every stain so that he
can worthily serve the Lord.

22:55
Fr. Z He is now being assisted by the deacon and the subdeacon of the Mass. The deacon is a
member of the Society of St. John Cantius from Chicago.

23:12
Fr. CG Father, many groups have come together to make this possible today.

Fr. Z Yes, well, I mean this Mass has been in the planning stages for about three years. So it's
a day of great joy and triumph especially for The Paulus Institute of Washington DC, which
promotes the solemnity of the Sacred Liturgy, which has been so instrumental in getting all of
these people together to arrange this beautiful ceremony today.

23:46
Fr. Z As we watch the bishop vest, some people may be considering all the splendor and
beauty and solemnity, but there's also a dimension of humility here, that the bishop needs to
submit to the ministrations of others. It isn’t about him. It's about what he's going to do and
all the little details are so very important.

24:20
Fr. CG For the bishop, even as for every priest, the celebration of Mass is in a very significant
way about conforming himself to that which the Church gives him and that which he does in
the Church's name. So it's not a work of his own, but it's a work in which he is primarily
instrumental. It's the work of Christ.

24:29
[Children’s choir – Regina Coeli]

25:15
Fr. Z The bishop has put on his alb, saying, “purify me, Lord, cleanse my heart so that washed
in the blood of the Lamb, I may enjoy eternal bliss.”

25:32
Fr. Z About these small details, Father, there's a famous phrase of Saint Teresa, who's of
course one of our doctors of the Church, who said, “I would give up my life a thousand times
not only for each of the truths of Sacred Scripture, but even more for the least of the
ceremonies of the Church.”
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25:53
Fr. CG Yes, that's a real insight into what the life of the Church is all about.

26:21
Fr. CG You'll notice that the bishop puts on a number of vestments which you wouldn't
ordinarily associate with the celebration of Mass when celebrated by a priest. But the bishop,
who of course has the fullness of the priesthood through episcopal orders, wears all of the
vestments proper to the major orders of the Church: the tunicle of the subdeacon, the dalmatic
of the deacon, as well as the chasuble of the priest.

26:54
Fr. Z The bishop is praying after putting on the stole. He's saying, “restore unto me, I
beseech you, O Lord, the stole of immortality, which I lost through the collusion of our first
parents, and as much as I presume to draw near to your holy mystery with this adornment,
unworthy though I be, grant that I may be worthy to rejoice in the same unto eternity.”

27:25
Fr. CG The tunicle in the dalmatic are of a lighter material usually for a bishop because he has
to wear so many layers of materials. Fortunately in Washington today, the weather isn't too
warm so we hope that he'll be able to get through the ceremony without too much discomfort.

27:49
(Organ)

27:56
Fr. CG We're getting to see today, Father, some beautiful shots of parts of the Basilica that
people don't normally see, because of the different parts that are being used for this Mass.

28:06
Fr. Z That's right. It's a great opportunity. If you've ever visited some of the great churches
of Europe perhaps or even in the United States, you go in and sometimes it's very dark. You
can't see everything. But we have the advantage of having all the lights on today.

28:35
Fr. Z They’ve put the dalmatic on the bishop now, and with that they say, “Lord, endow me
with the garment of salvation, the vestment of joy, and with the dalmatic justice ever
encompass me. Of course the joy is attached to service. That the diaconal garment. It’s a
symbol of service.

29:07
Fr. Z All these ministers, the deacons and priests and bishops were ordained to serve.
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29:43
Fr. Z Father, there's another minister there who we haven't talked about yet. There’s a priest
with the cope on.

29:53
Fr. CG He’s the assistant priest who watches over the bishop at all moments and makes sure
that the missal is open to the right page and that everything is all set for the bishop at any
particular point in the ceremony.

30:06
Fr. Z A moment ago you saw the bishop putting on special gloves, and we saw the deacon as
he handed him something. We saw him kiss both the thing being handed to the bishop and the
bishop’s hand.

30:23
Fr. CG That’s a sign of real reverence and the realization that the presence of God, the power
of God, inheres in all the things he has created, especially those that are used for a sacred
purpose.

30:40
Fr. CG And now the richly ornamented chasuble that the bishop will wear during the Mass.
The only vestment that he doesn't put on at this point is the maniple, which in a pontifical Mass
he only puts on after the beginning of the prayers at the foot of the altar. That’s the vestment
which is proper very much to the Mass. The bishop or priest only wears the maniple when he is
actually celebrating Mass. And so, when the bishop gets through with the prayers at the foot of
the altar, which are in a sense preparatory prayers, he then puts on the maniple and proceeds
up to high altar.

31:23
Fr. Z As the bishop put on the chasuble, the prayer he said is, “O, Lord, my yoke is easy and
my burden light. Grant that I may bear it well to follow after you in thanksgiving. And now the
miter . . . seems almost like a helmet that a warrior puts on to protect him against the attacks of
the enemy.

31:59
Fr. CG And now in just a few moments the procession will gather and form, which will return to
the back of the Basilica, from where the procession proper to the beginning of Holy Mass will
start.
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32:17
Fr. Z A moment ago we saw the bishop putting the ring on over the glove, and he said as he
put it on, “Ornament my finger with virtue and set about it sanctification of the sevenfold Holy
Spirit,” and we were hearing about the sevenfold Spirit earlier as the children were singing that
beautiful hymn to the Holy Spirit.

32:58
Fr. Z Father, we see special servers in these red copes.

33:05
Fr. CG Yes, the servers who will be handling certain objects such as
the mitre and the crozier are invested with copes because of the
solemn character of their assisting the bishop at the throne with those
elements.

33:21
Fr. Z The crozier, of course, is the pastoral staff the shepherd carries.

33:48
Fr. CG Throughout the Mass, those who are perhaps less familiar with the Extraordinary Form
will notice that there's really nothing left to chance in this form of the liturgy. Everything is
clearly and consistently provided for by the rubrics, and the bishop, the priests, the ministers of
various rank have only to submit themselves to and conform themselves to that which the
Church has given them to execute.

34:15
Fr. Z That’s right. As priests sometimes I think we have to be reminded and remind ourselves
that this is not about us.

34:39
Fr. CG Now they're passing by the side area where the children's choir had been singing before
the beginning of the ceremony, and they're on their way to the rear of the Basilica.

34:50
Fr. Z Up above there in a gallery I believe we can see the Gregorian chant schola.

34:58
Fr. CG Yes, that's right. There are several choirs involved of course in
today's ceremony, some to sing the polyphonic portions of the Mass,
some to sing the Gregorian chant, and of course the wonderful children's
choir that we've already seen and heard.



The Paulus Institute
For Propagation of Sacred Liturgy

Ecce nunc tempus acceptabile

35:28
Fr. CG That’s a beautifully ornamented processional cross carried in today’s ceremony.

35:36
Fr. Z Now here we see, we have the deacon perhaps . . .

Fr. CG That’s the subdeacon, and then followed by the two deacons assistant . . . I should
say by the assistant priest and the deacon of the Mass, and then finally with the bishop, the
[two] deacons of the throne.

35:54
Fr. Z Now we have a bishop here. What would be the role of an assistant priest?

36:00
Fr. CG An assistant priest acts primarily to ensure that everything is well prepared for the
bishop, and that at each point of the ceremony the bishop is where he needs to be and has all
the elements that he needs to make use of, and that it happens in good time, so that the bishop
can concentrate on what of course any priest or bishop would want to concentrate on if he's
celebrating Mass, namely prayer. So lots of things are taken care of for him and are prepared
for him so that he can devote himself to his attention and attentiveness to the Lord.

36:36
Fr. Z This would be one reason why newly ordained priests will often have an assistant priest.

36:42
Fr. CG That’s right. For the same reason. Because even though their ceremony may be less
complex, it's the first or second time that they've ever executed it, so they need a little bit of
help at the beginning.

36:56
Fr. CG Beautiful shot up the Rose window there.

37:00
[Organ]

37:04
Fr. Z You can see how full the basilica is, all the way to the back.

[Organ]
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37:35
Fr. Z: Father, this Mass is being celebrated in honor of the inauguration of the pontificate of
our beloved Holy Father Pope Benedict the 16th five years ago. And it's in thanks to something
that he did with the issuing the document Summorum Pontificum that makes this much more
possible now.

37:57
Fr. CG: Yes, that's right. The Holy Father recognized in a solemn and legal way that the older
form of the liturgy had in fact never been abrogated—that is to say, forbidden or vanished—
and that it could in fact be celebrated by any priest who just chooses to do so, and for any
group of the faithful who choose to ask for it. He's even made it clear that he would like to see
this Mass celebrated in all parish churches, even if the faithful haven't specifically asked for it,
so that they will come to know this rich tradition of the Church’s liturgical prayer.

38:34
Fr. Z We're seeing the baldachin, a canopy over the main altar. Sometimes it's hard to tell on
television when you see things, but this baldachin is more than 46 feet tall. And there's the
beautiful main altar, which as you reminded us earlier, Father, hasn't been used for forty-five
years.

38:56
Fr. CG Yes, it's a great day today. We hope this will be the first of many, many times.

39:05
Fr. Z: Here is another view inside the baldachin. Underneath there's a dove of the Holy Spirit
and bronze and gold mosaics.

[Organ]

39:18
Fr. Z: Clearly a shot from the back of the church from the choir loft. The inside of the Basilica
is almost 400 feet long . . . 399 feet.

39:40
Fr. Z: Father, there’s a book open.

39:43
Fr. CG: Yes. That's the book that is called the pontifical. It's used only for ceremonies where
the bishop is celebrating the Mass, and has all of the text that he needs for the Mass except
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those proper to the Mass of the particular day which will be in the regular altar missal, which
will be placed on the altar when it's needed, beginning with the Offertory of the Mass.

40:12
[Organ]

40:35
Fr. CG Now we're just waiting while the possession for the Mass forms itself in the rear of the
church, and that will probably begin to enter the church just within a few moments.

41:08
Fr. CG And there you can see the beginning of the procession.

Fr. Z It looks like the Knights of Columbus are leading the way.
41:16
[Organ processional]

41:55
Fr. CG There are the knights and ladies of the various orders which are participating in the
ceremony today.

42:05
Fr. Z We have Papal Knights of Saint Gregory, I believe and the Sacred Military Constantinian
Order of Saint George. . . . It looks there are knights and ladies of Malta. And it looks like
perhaps of the Holy Sepulcher?

42:27
Fr. Z You see many women with the chapel veils.

42:32
Fr. CG There's been a great resurgence of a return to that practice of the women covering their
heads in church. It's a beautiful acknowledgement of the sacred character of the liturgy that
we don't do things at Mass the way we do them in just an everyday spirit. Everybody has a
greater opportunity to exercise the reality of reverence and devotion and acknowledgement of
the presence of God in His own house. See there behind the knights and ladies the long
procession of assisting clergy.

43:09
Fr. Z The clergy will be in their proper choir dress. Very often when you see large gatherings
of priests, they will all be dressed in albs, the white, long garment that is like a baptismal
garment that goes all the way to their ankles, maybe with a stole over it. This is the traditional
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choir dress of a priest, the black cassock if he's a simple priest or maybe a violet cassock if he’s a
certain kind of monsignor, a surplice over, the shorter, white garment with sleeves in them.
They’ll be carrying their, or wearing when they’re sitting down, a beretta, a black hat,
sometimes with a tuft on top, also a tip with the name of Jesus.

44:08
Fr. Z Father, we see many servers coming in. About how many servers would you say is takes
to serve a Mass like this?

44:16
Fr. CG You need a minimum of at least, I’d say, a half-dozen or eight, but very often in the
ceremony’s solemnity can be increased if you have others available, and of course The Paulus
Institute has seen to it that we have the most solemn configuration that is possible to today's
Mass.

44:39
Fr. Z And you'll see servers of all ages, too, boys and young men, with some men of a certain
age.

44:46
Fr. CG . . . yes, who probably remember some of the old days in the old ceremonies from their
own experience.

44:55
Fr. Z The people [are] taking photos of the very special event. Back in the days when this was
a little more common, people weren’t sending out photos from their cell phones. Perhaps that
will happen today.

45:13
Fr. Z We also see a great number of young people, because as the Holy Father has remarked
in his letter to the bishops when he issued themotu proprio Summorum Pontificum, the
restoration of the Latin Mass in the life of the Church is very much centrally a movement
amongst young people, who are very hungry for a return to the kind of reverence and devotion
that this liturgy embodies.

45:42
Fr. Z Father, this is all about our Catholic identity, who we are. This is part of who we are.
And we should know who we are as Catholics, how we worship and how we have worshiped,
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and how we can worship in our respective rites; not everyone is a Roman Catholic. This is a
great ceremony of the Roman Catholic Church, which is equal in beauty and celebrant
transcendence and mystery to what the Eastern Churches do and all the other rites do.

46:14
Fr. CG To be sure. That will become increasingly clear as today's holy Mass unfolds.

46:22
Fr. Z: This ceremony helps us to reconnect with how we have worshipped Almighty God for so
many centuries. It tells us who we are. Our Holy Father Pope Benedict in his pontificate has
made it a project to help to revitalize our Catholic identity, to help us understand who we are
and what we believe in continuity with our past so that we can engage the world. If we don't
know who we are, Father, we don't have anything to say to the world. Why should anyone
listen to us if we don't have anything to say?

46:59
Fr. CG He’s been particularly strong and supportive in encouraging his priests to bring to the
world the fullness of Catholic truth, of Catholic faith, of Catholic prayer and practice.

47:16
Fr. Z We can see how the two deacons of honor, how they lifted up the front of the bishop’s
vestments to help him move up the stairs. It might seem fussy to some who haven't seen this
before, but it's all about submission and humility and dignity . . .

47:40
Fr. CG Right, the dignity that is proper to the solemn form of the liturgy. And that doesn’t
happen on the basis of one person. It happens through the cooperation a lot of people
together, to bring to life the Church’s immensely rich, liturgical riches, the treasure of these
prayers.

48:03
Fr. Z: We see everyone is bowing, reverencing the altar and taking their proper place.

48:17
Fr. Z It was certainly one of the motives of Pope Benedict when he made more available,
clarified the use of this particular form of the Roman Rite that it should also have a beneficial
effect on the way all Masses are celebrated.

48:35
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Fr. CG Yes, he's made that that desire and his part very, very clear and embodies it so much in
his own celebration of Mass in the new form.

48:47
Fr. Z Well, they have finally arrived at the altar. They take the crosure from him.

48:54
Fr. CG The Master of Ceremonies collects the barettas from the other ministers and then the
prayers at the foot of the altar will begin.

[Schola chanting the Introit]

49:15
Fr. Z If you are following your books, at home perhaps, the Introit chant is Statuit ei.

50:54
Fr. Z Father, we can see the ministers are bowing now.

50:58
Fr. CG Yes, as they recite their Confiteor, the bishop already having recited his Confiteor, “I
confess to Almighty God” my unworthiness to ascend to His holy altar. The beginning of the
Mass is filled with prayers begging for mercy and God's indulgence as the celebrant again and
again invokes his human unworthiness and his trust only in God's mercy and strength.

51:38
Fr. CG Now the bishop is putting on the maniple, that vestment which is very proper to the
celebration of the Mass in the Traditional form.

51:48
Fr. Z The maniple, which can be taken as a symbol of sorrow, sometimes, in the service of the
Lord . . .

51:56
Fr. CG Yes. It represents at one level a kind of handkerchief that goes over the arm to wipe
away the tears that we should have when we are filled with the compunction proper to the
knowledge of the sins and unworthiness in the presence of the august majesty of God.

52:24
Fr. CG The bishop kisses the altar at the spot where the relics of the martyrs are kept, and then
he prepares to incense the altar.
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53:06
[Choir sings the Kyrie]

53:13
Fr. CG The choir has begun to sing the Kyrie as the bishop proceeds with the incensation of the
cross and then of the altar.

53:27
Fr. Z This is the Kyrie from the Mass of Palestrina, Tu es Petrus, you are Peter.

54:08
Fr. CG Now the bishop himself will be incensed by the deacon of the Mass.

54:51
Fr. CG The procession is forming, and now the bishop will proceed to the episcopal throne,
where he will recite the Introit, which the [schola] choir has already sung, and he will recite also
the Kyrie, which the choir is singing now.

55:10
Fr. CG This is something that is sometimes unfamiliar to many people, because they've only
seen the priest celebrate the Mass. In the [Ordinary] Form, the priest is very much tied to the
altar when he celebrates Mass, so he doesn't really leave it except to give Holy Communion.
But in the ancient liturgical tradition of the Church, when the bishop celebrates, the Mass is
wherever the bishop is. So the Mass continues at this point from the solemn area of the
episcopal throne.

56:12
Fr. CG We can catch just a little glimpse there, in red, in the right-hand part of the screen, and
see William Cardinal Baum, a very eminent prelate of the Church. He is assisting at Mass today.

56:20
Fr. Z He is the Archbishop Emeritus of Washington.

56:41
Fr. CG There’s a good shot of him right now. His secretary is one of the assistant deacons of
the throne today.

57:02
Fr. CG The bishop is reading the words of the Introit of today's Mass, and then he’ll say the
Kyrie.
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57:13
Fr. Z People who are unfamiliar with the older form will see that very often the celebrating
bishop is not in fact turned out toward the congregation when he reads things or says prayers.
He’ll be either facing toward the altar or perhaps sideways into the sanctuary.

[Choir sings the Gloria]

57:54
Fr. CG And now the Gloria is being sung by the choir and recited by the bishop.

58:24
Fr. CG The bishop sits at the conclusion of the recitation of the Gloria, and then
the choir continues the beautiful, elaborate, polyphonic Gloria by Palestrina.

1:00:03
Fr. Z Fr., you can see there on the right a candle, in a special candle holder.

1:00:10
Fr. CG Yes, this holder is always used in solemn pontifical ceremonies. Back from the days I
suppose when the churches were dark and sometimes the ceremonies were very early in
morning, and an extra candle is needed to give light. But it also symbolizes, of course, the light
of Christ, that is, proximate to the bishop at all times when he is celebrating.

1:00:46
Fr. Z And all this splendor for the bishop is really a reminder of our real humility, the bishop
sitting sideways like that, not facing out, it’s not a routine, but to lead on behalf of the people,
not instead of the people, but on behalf of the people. It reminds us of what St. Augustine said
about his own role: I am a bishop for you, but I am a Christian with you. The bishop needs this,
too. It’s all about his savior, also.

1:01:23
Fr. CG: We all need these reminders in the liturgical setting of the basic elements of our ancient
Catholic faith.

[Choir completes the Gloria
]
1:01:48
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Fr. CG Now the bishop prepares to sing the collects, or the orations, the so-called, in the
modern form, opening prayer of the Mass.

1:02:04
Fr. CG There are two of these prayers, because in the ancient form of the liturgy we have the
prayer of the Mass of the day, and then the commemoration of the saint’s prayer of the day as
well.

1:02:41
Fr. Z: “Oh God, the Shepherd and Ruler of all Thy faithful people, mercifully look upon Thy
servant Benedict, whom Thou hast chosen as the chief shepherd to preside over Thy church:
grant him, we beseech Thee, that by both word and example he may edify those over whom he
has charge, that he may attain may attain unto everlasting life together with the flock
committed unto him. Through Christ our Lord.”

1:03:07
Fr. Z: And now the commemoration of St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, martyr.

1:03:29
Fr. CG St. Fidelis was martyred by Protestants in present day Switzerland in the years after the
Reformation, just after the Council of Trent.

1:03:52
Fr. Z We see the subdeacon going to his place to prepare to sing the first reading, the epistle,
which is from the letter of Peter, 1 Peter 1, verses 1 to 7.

1:04:12
Fr. CG This epistle is a kind of compendium of the faith of the Church mentioning as it does in
St. Peter's words the realities of the Incarnation, Our Lord’s suffering and death, the
Resurrection, and His second coming in glory.

1:04:40
Fr. CG And this is the epistle, which is now being sung.

1:06:48
Fr. Z “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers dispersed through Pontus, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, elect, according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, unto
the sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace
unto you and peace be multiplied. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
according to his great mercy hath regenerated us unto a lively hope, by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, unto an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that cannot
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fade, reserved in heaven for you, who, by the power of God, are kept by faith unto salvation,
ready to be revealed in the last time. Wherein you shall greatly rejoice, if now you must be for
a little time made sorrowful in diverse temptations: that the trial of your faith (much more
precious than gold which is tried by the fire) may be found unto praise and glory and honor at
the appearing of Jesus Christ our Lord.”

1:08:30
Fr. CG The epistle ends. The subdeacon goes to the bishop to receive a blessing, and then the
choir will sing the Alleluia, which precedes the chanting of the Gospel.

1:08:45
Fr. Z Fr., these readings are sung not just for solemnity, but there was a practical reason, so
that people in these churches can hear before the days of microphones.

1:08:50
Fr. CG Absolutely. As we can see, the singing carries a lot more than just the spoken word.

[Schola chants the Alleluia]

1:09:35
Fr. CG The bishop reads the gospel before it is actually chanted by the deacon as is prescribed
in the pontificale.

1:09:49
Fr. Z “Alleluia. Let them give thanks to the Lord for his kindness and his wonders and deeds
to the children of men. Alleluia. Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church.”

1:10:07
Fr. CG They approach the altar, and bow to the choir and clerics.
There is respect and reverence for everyone’s role in this.

1:11:04
Fr. CG The bishop is concluding his own reading of the Gospel, and the deacon will now
approach the bishop.

1:11:26
Fr. Z The expansive space we have and the time it takes to move through it can help us
understand why some of the chants are the length that they are.

1:12:15
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Fr. CG You’ll notice that during the chanting of the gospel, the deacon does not face the people
nor the altar, nor even the bishop, but rather in the direction which is called liturgical north,
and which represents the Gospel being preached to those persons and nations which have not
yet heard it, reminding us always that the zeal for souls can never stop and that we need to
pray for it especially in the context of Holy Mass, and especially through the words of the holy
Gospel, which bring life to souls.

1:13:05
Fr. CG The deacon has said a prayer expressing his own unworthiness before pronouncing the
sacred words of the Gospel itself and asks for God's indulgence and strength to do so in a
worthy manner.

1:13:43
Fr. Z The Gospel reading will be from Matthew, chapter 16, verses 13 to 19.

1:13:56
Fr. CG This gospel really concentrates on the particular mission of St. Peter and all his
successors in the papacy, as we shall hear.

1:14:13
Fr. CG The deacon asks him [the bishop] for his blessing . . . and then the procession proceeds
to the point from which the Gospel will be chanted.

1:14:51
Fr. CG Everyone stands. The subdeacon holds the book for the deacon to read.
1:15:27
Fr. CG So in this form, the Gospel is not turned toward the people, but everyone faces toward
the Gospel.

[The Gospel is read by the deacon]

1:17:32
Fr. Z “At that time, Jesus came into the quarters of Cesarea Philippi: and he asked his
disciples, saying: Whom do men say that the Son of man is? But they said: Some John the
Baptist, and other some Elias, and others Jeremias, or one of the prophets. Jesus saith to them:
But whom do you say that I am? Simon Peter answered and said: Thou art Christ, the Son of
the living God. And Jesus answering, said to him: Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jona: because
flesh and blood hath not revealed it to thee, but my Father who is in heaven. And I say to thee:
That thou art Peter; and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it. And I will give to thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven. And whatsoever
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thou shalt bind upon earth, it shall be bound also in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose
upon earth, it shall be loosed also in heaven.”

1:18:41
Fr. CG And now with the conclusion of the ceremonies
ending the Gospel, we await Bishop Slattery’s sermon.

1:19:05
Bishop Slattery: Your Eminence Cardinal Baum,monsignore,
reverend fathers, and dear friends:

We have much to discuss - you and I … much to speak of on this glorious occasion when we
gather together in the glare of the world’s scrutiny to celebrate the fifth anniversary of the
ascension of Joseph Ratzinger to the throne of Peter.

We must come to understand how it is that suffering can reveal the mercy of God and make
manifest among us the consoling presence of Jesus Christ, crucified and now risen from the
dead.

We must speak of this mystery today, first of all because it is one of the great mysteries of
revelation, spoken of in the New Testament and attested to by every saint in the Church’s long
history, by the martyrs with their blood, by the confessors with their constancy, by the virgins
with their purity, and by the lay faithful of Christ’s body by their resolute courage under fire.

But we must also speak clearly of this mystery because of the enormous suffering which is all
around us and which does so much to determine the culture of our modern age.

From the enormous suffering of His Holiness these past months to the suffering of the Church’s
most recent martyrs in India and Africa, welling up from the suffering of the poor and the
dispossessed and the undocumented, and gathering tears from the victims of abuse and
neglect, from women who have been deceived into believing that abortion was a simple
medical procedure and thus have lost part of their soul to the greed of the abortionist, and now
flowing with the heartache of those who suffer from cancer, diabetes, AIDS, or the many
emotional diseases of our age, it is the sufferings of our people that defines the culture of our
modern secular age.

This enormous suffering which can take on so many varied physical, mental, and emotional
forms will reduce us to fear and trembling - if we do not remember that Christ - our Passover -
has been raised from the dead. Our pain and anguish could dehumanize us, for it has the
power to close us in upon ourselves such that we would live always in chaos and confusion - if
we do not remember that Christ - our hope - has been raised for our sakes. Jesus is our



The Paulus Institute
For Propagation of Sacred Liturgy

Ecce nunc tempus acceptabile

Passover, our hope and our light.

He makes himself most present in the suffering of his people and this is the mystery of which
we must speak today, for when we speak of His saving presence and proclaim His infinite love
in the midst of our suffering, when we seek His light and refuse to surrender to the darkness,
we receive that light which is the life of men; that light which, as Saint John reminds us in the
prologue to his Gospel, can never be overcome by the darkness, no matter how thick, no
matter how choking.

Our suffering is thus transformed by His presence. It no longer has the power to alienate or
isolate us. Neither can it dehumanize us nor destroy us. Suffering, however long and terrible it
may be, has only the power to reveal Christ among us, Christ, Who is the mercy and the
forgiveness of God.

The mystery then, of which we speak, is the light that shines in the darkness, Christ Our Lord,
Who reveals Himself most wondrously to those who suffer so that suffering and death can do
nothing more than bring us to the mercy of the Father.

But the point which we must clarify is that Christ reveals Himself to those who suffer in Christ,
to those who humbly accept their pain as a personal sharing in His Passion and who are thus
obedient to Christ’s command that we take up our cross and follow Him. Suffering by itself is
simply the promise that death will claim these mortal bodies of ours, but suffering in Christ is
the promise that we will be raised with Christ, when our mortality will be remade in his
immortality and all that in our lives which is broken because it is perishable and finite will be
made imperishable and incorrupt.

This is the meaning of Peter’s claim that he is a witness to the sufferings of Christ and thus one
who has a share in the glory yet to be revealed. Once Peter grasped the overwhelming truth of
this mystery, his life was changed. The world held nothing for Peter. For him, there was only
Christ.

This is, as you know, quite a dramatic shift for the man who three times denied Our Lord, the
man to whom Jesus said, “Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church, that the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”

Christ’s declaration to Peter that he would be the rock, the impregnable foundation, the
mountain of Zion upon which the new Jerusalem would be constructed, follows in Matthew’s
Gospel Saint Peter’s dramatic profession of faith, when the Lord asks the Twelve, “Who do
people say that I am?” and Peter, impulsive as always, responds “You are the Christ, the Son of
the Living God.”
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Only later - much later - would Peter come to understand
the full implication of this first Profession of Faith. Peter
would still have to learn that to follow Christ, to truly be His
disciple, one must let go of everything which the world
considers valuable and necessary, and become powerless.
This is the mystery which confounds independent Peter. It is
the mystery which still confounds us: to follow Christ, one
must surrender everything and become obedient with the
obedience of Christ, for no one gains access to the Kingdom of the Father, unless he enter
through the humility and the obedience of Jesus.

Peter had no idea that eventually he would find himself fully accepting this obedience, joyfully
accepting his share in the Passion and Death of Christ. But Peter loved Our Lord and love was
the way by which Peter learned how to obey. “Lord, you know that I love thee,” Peter affirms
three times with tears; and three times Christ commands him to tend to the flock that gathers
at the foot of Calvary - and that is where we are now.

Peter knew that Jesus was the true Shepherd, the one Master and the only teacher; the rest of
us are learners and the lesson we must learn is obedience, obedience unto death. Nothing less
than this, for only when we are willing to be obedient with the very obedience of Christ will we
come to recognize Christ’s presence among us.

Obedience is thus the heart of the life of the disciple and the key to suffering in Christ and with
Christ. This obedience, is must be said, is quite different from obedience the way it is spoken of
and dismissed in the world.

For those in the world, obedience is a burden and an imposition. It is the way by which the
powerful force the powerless to do obeisance. Simply juridical and always external, obedience
is the bending that breaks, but a breaking which is still less painful than the punishment meted
out for disobedience. Thus for those in the world obedience is a punishment which must be
avoided; but for Christians, obedience is always personal, because it is centered on Christ. It is a
surrender to Jesus Whom we love.

For those whose lives are centered in Christ, obedience is that movement which the heart
makes when it leaps in joy having once discovered the truth.

Let us consider, then, that Christ has given us both the image of his obedience and the action by
which we are made obedient.

The image of Christ’s obedience is His Sacred Heart. That Heart, exposed and wounded must
give us pause, for man’s heart it generally hidden and secret. In the silence of his own heart,
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each of us discovers the truth of who we are, the truth of why we are silent when we should
speak, or bothersome and quarrelsome when we should be silent. In our hidden recesses of the
heart, we come to know the impulses behind our deeds and the reasons why we act so often as
cowards and fools.

But while man’s heart is generally silent and secret, the Heart of the God-Man is fully visible
and accessible. It too reveals the motives behind our Lord’s self-surrender. It was obedience to
the Father’s will that mankind be reconciled and our many sins forgiven us. “Son though he
was,” the Apostle reminds us, “Jesus learned obedience through what He suffered.” Obedient
unto death, death on a cross, Jesus asks his Father to forgive us that God might reveal the full
depth of his mercy and love. “Father, forgive them,” he prayed, “for they know not what they
do.”

Christ’s Sacred Heart is the image of the obedience which Christ showed by his sacrificial love
on Calvary. The Sacrifice of Calvary is also for us the means by which we are made obedient and
this is a point which you must never forget: at Mass, we offer ourselves to the Father in union
with Christ, who offers Himself in perfect obedience to the Father. We make this offering in
obedience to Christ who commanded us to “Do this in memory of me” and our obediential
offering is perfected in the love with which the Father receives the gift of His Son.

Do not be surprised then that here at Mass, our bloodless offering of the bloody sacrifice of
Calvary is a triple act of obedience. First, Christ is obedient to the Father, and offers Himself as a
sacrifice of reconciliation. Secondly, we are obedient to Christ and offer ourselves to the Father
with Jesus the Son; and thirdly, in sharing Christ’s obedience to the Father, we are made
obedient to a new order of reality, in which love is supreme and life reigns eternal, in which
suffering and death have been defeated by becoming for us the means by which Christ’s final
victory, his future coming, is made manifest and real today.

Suffering then, yours, mine, the Pontiffs, is at the heart of personal holiness, because it is our
sharing in the obedience of Jesus which reveals his glory. It is the means by which we are made
witnesses of his suffering and sharers in the glory to come.

Do not be dismayed that there are many in the Church who have not yet grasped this point,
and fewer yet still in the world will even dare to consider it. But you - you know this to be true -
and it is enough. For ten men who whisper the truth speak louder than a hundred million who
lie.

If, then, someone asks of what we spoke today, tell them we spoke only of the truth. If
someone asks why it is you came here to Mass, say that it was so that you could be obedient
with Christ. If someone asks about the homily, tell them it was about a mystery. And if someone
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asks what I said to the present situation, tell them only that we must - all of us - become saints
through what we suffer.

1:35:25
[The Credo is sung by all]

1:36:07
Fr. CG And so the bishop has intoned the first words of the Credo, and the choir and the
congregation take them up. The only real word that could follow the words such as those of
the bishop of such depth and character, the Credo, I believe.

1:37:12
Fr. Z Father, we just saw the deacon bringing something in his hands. It’s the burse, in which
the linen corporal is kept, and is placed on the altar. It's interesting how we go more and more
and more into the holy of holies, closer and closer to that very sacred place there at the center
of this altar, the first time this altar has been used in forty-five years. This will be spread out
above the altar stone, just above the relics of martyrs. And it’s there just in case some
fragment of the host might fall onto the altar, that it not be lost and will be preserved safely.

1:38:44
Fr. CG We see at times all of the people in choir, priests in their choir dress, and the sacred
ministers, will remove their birettas, or their hats, and they do so at the mention of the Holy
name of Jesus, or mention of the Holy Spirit. They cover their heads out of respect for Almighty
God.

1:39:47
[Sung Credo ends]

1:40:12
Fr. Z Father, we've now entered into the Mass of the Faithful. Holy Mass is sometimes said
to be divided in two parts: the Mass of the Catechumens, and the Mass of the Faithful.

Fr. CG In the ancient days of the Church, those who were preparing for baptism were
permitted to stay for the Mass only until the end of the beginning part of the Credo, and then
they had to depart, because they were not yet baptized and therefore worthy to participate in
the central mystery of the Mass—the Offertory and the Canon of the Mass during which on the
altar bread and wine are transformed into the Body and Blood, soul and divinity, of Christ
himself.

1:41:05
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Fr. Z Here we see two of the servers bringing the book with the proper prayers for Mass, the
parts of the Mass that change each day in the missal, and that candle, the bugia, up to the altar.

1:41:19
Fr. CG Meanwhile, the bishop washes his hands in preparation for returning to the altar.

[The Offertory antiphon Tu es Petrus is chanted]

1:41:26
Fr. Z We’re hearing the Offertory antiphon—Tu es Petrus: et super hanc petram aedificabo
Ecclesiam meam: “Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build My Church, and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it; and I will give to thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven.”

1:42:06
Fr. CG Now that the altar is prepared, the bishop himself makes his return to the foot of the
altar with his crozier and miter.

1:42:38
Fr. CG People will notice if they're following in their books that the prayers of the Offertory of
the Traditional Mass are somewhat more elaborate than those in the new form, and speak very
insistently of the sacrifice of Christ and of the pure, spotless host and the chalice of salvation
which will be offered on our behalf in the sacrifice of the Mass. Even though the consecration
as such happens only at the moment, the central moment, of the Roman Canon, the whole
Mass is the sacrificial action of Christ, and therefore it's not inappropriate to speak even at this
point of that sacrifice, since we're in a sense taken out of chronological time at this point and
we are in that single moment of the action, the saving action, of Christ on the cross.

1:44:09
Fr. Z The subdeacon has put on the humeral veil, the long piece of cloth that goes around the
shoulders and drapes down over the chalice and the paten that will be used for Mass, that he
brings up to the altar.

1:44:33
[Offertory chant ends]
1:45:00
Fr. CG The bishop whispers all of these solemn prayers of the Offertory until he gets to a single
moment toward the end as we’ll hear, when he turns around and says, Orate fratres. Pray with
me my brethren.

1:45:03
[Choir begins the motet Tu es Petrus]
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1:45:17 Fr. Z When people can't hear the prayers or see sometimes what's going on, it doesn’t
mean in any way that they’re being excluded as a result. This is the priest doing all things on
their behalf, not instead of, but on behalf of and for.

1:45:44
Fr. Z There’s a beautiful chalice here, Father. It's a very special. The chalice being used in
today's pontifical solemn Mass is the gift of children of Scotland to Pope St. Pius X in gratitude
for his granting of the privilege of receiving First Holy Communion at the age of seven. Once
upon a time it was received much later. The chalice is gold and diamonds, and pennies that
were collected by the children in order to make that chalice. They went around collecting little
things, even just pennies. The chalice was made in Edinburgh by the firm Hamilton and Inches,
and Saint Pius gave this chalice to Reverend Mother Wallace of the Visitation nuns in Baltimore,
Maryland, when a relative entered their monastery. So the chalice now remains in the hands of
the Visitation Order, but it's used for solemn feasts and Masses of First Holy Communion. It’s a
very special thing to see this.

1:46:52
Fr. CG Yes, what a great joy to have that special connection to Pope St. Pius X.

1:47:13
Fr. CG And now the incensation of the first of the offerings, and then at the cross, and then
again at the altar.

1:47:23
Fr. Z When the bishop blessed the incensee, he invoked Archangel Michael standing at the
right side of the altar with incense, and with all his elect to bless this incense and receive it as
an odor of sweetness. It’s a sacrificial thing in the service of the worship of God. It rises like our
prayers off to heaven.

1:48:20
Fr. CG You can see the subdeacon standing on the first step of the altar with the humeral veil
on and holding something up, Father. That’s a question that people always ask when they see
this Mass for the first time. What's he holding?

148:32
Fr. Z Well he has the paten, the circular disc that sometimes rests on top of the chalice and
other times rests on top of the altar. But it’s what you put the host on that’s going to be
consecrated in the older form of the Mass. The host is put back on the chalice after the
consecration. But until then the subdeacon holds it underneath the humoral veil all covered up.
Sometimes he holds it in front of his face, a symbolic gesture.
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149:02
Fr. CG Yes. It goes back to a very ancient ceremony of the Church, when in Rome the priests of
the various Masses around the city of Rome would send their deacon to the Mass of the Holy
Father who would give each one a small particle of his own host that he had consecrated at his
Mass and send it back to the church to be consumed by the priests of celebrating Mass in the
churches around Rome, to show the oneness of the sacrifice at the altar with that celebrated by
the Holy Father himself.

1:49:42
Fr. CG And they would bring that particle back in a kind of paten with a cover on it so that
it wouldn’t be lost.

1:50:00
Fr. Z The motet we’re hearing is Tu Es Petrus, or Peter, again by Palestrina.

1:50:12
Fr. CG Now the deacon is incensing the various ministers of the Mass.

1:50:22
Fr. Z It's very formal, very courtly, showing the respect we have for moment and the
individual roles.

1:50:36
Fr. CG He then goes to incense the clergy who are assisting the Mass in choir, and will
undoubtedly go first to His Eminence Cardinal Baum.

1:50:49
Fr. Z Cardinal Baum is one of the longest-serving cardinals of the Church. He was made a
cardinal in 1976.

[Offertory motet ends]

1:51:23
Fr. CG Meanwhile, the bishop continues with the prayers of the offertory at the altar.
1:51:55
Fr. CG Now you see there will be possession of those servers who will be the torchbearers
during the Canon of the Mass, as we shall see. They’re leaving to get their torches to bring
them back.
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1:53:02
Fr. CG Now the bishop chants the Easter preface prayer, which is sung at virtually all Masses
during the Easter season.

1:53:41
Fr. Z “It is truly meet and just, right, and for our salvation at all times to praise Thee, O Lord,
but more gloriously at this time above others, when Christ, our Pasch, was sacrificed; for He is
the true Lamb Who hath taken away the sins of the world; Who by dying hath destroyed our
death, and by rising hath restored our life. And therefore, with Angels and Archangels, with
Thrones and Dominations, and with all hosts of the heavenly army, we sing the hymn of Thy
glory,”

1:54:35
[The choir sings the Sanctus]

Fr. CG Now as the choir sings the Sanctus, the bishop recites it and then begins the moment of
the ascension to the highest degree of silence of the Mass, and that is the Canon of the Mass,
when the bread and wine will be transformed into the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of the
Second Person of the Blessed Trinity.

1:56:36
[The Sanctus ends]

1:57:59
[The Consecration takes place]

1:59:34
[After the Consecration, the choir sings the Benedictus]

2:02:46
[The Canon ends]

2:03:16
Fr. Z And now the celebrant, in the person of Christ, recites Christ’s own prayer—the Pater
Noster, the Our Father.

2:03.30
Fr. CG Again, Father, he’s not doing it instead of everyone, he’s doing it on behalf, or for them.

2:04:20
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Fr. CG The excellent camera work that's being done in today's ceremony reveals how the
celebrating priest always holds his thumb and forefinger together after the consecration,
because he has touched the Body of Christ with those fingers, and lest a single particle be
profaned he holds those fingers together until after he cleanses them with wine and water at
the conclusion of the Communion rite.

2:04:50
Fr. Z There was one of those characteristic gestures of the older form of the Mass that you
don't see in the newer one, where the celebrant picks up the paten, the round dish for the host,
and makes the sign of the cross over himself before then sliding in carefully the host which is
resting directly on the linen of the corporal.

2:05:30
[Choir sings the Agnus Dei]

206:14
Fr. Z The bishop has been saying some silent prayers, and now they exchange the sign of
peace. There is a great formality in the method of the exchange of the sign of peace, a very
ancient Roman way. You place your hands under the shoulders and bow to each other, saying
peace be with you. It’s very formal. Very courtly. Very respectful. And then it’s passed from
person to person.

2.07:25
Fr. CG And the bishop continues his prayers preparatory to his reception of Holy Communion.

2:07:42
Fr. Z These prayers are for peace and for sanctification and for grace. Among these prayers
the celebrant says silently is, “Let not the partaking of Thy Body, O Lord Jesus Christ, which I,
though unworthy, presume to receive, turn to my judgment and condemnation; but through
Thy mercy may it be unto me a safeguard and healing remedy both of soul and body, Who, with
God the Father, liveth and reigneth, God, ever and ever. Amen.”

2:08:23
Fr. Z There's always a sense of the celebrant admitting very clearly his unworthiness and his
humility. Something we need to be reminded of, all the time.

2:08:35
Fr. CG Yes, the literature emphasizes over and over again that we're here not simply because
we choose to be, but because we need to be.
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2:08:56
Fr. Z A difference between the older form and the newer form of Holy Mass is that the
celebrant will, all by himself, receive Holy Communion, beating his breast three times, saying
Lord I am not worthy, I am not worthy, not worthy. He does this by himself, and later part of
the Communion of the ministers, and then with the faithful.

2:09:16
Fr. CG The Communion of the celebrant is the completion of the sacrifice. The Victim having
been offered, is then consumed. And the Communion of the people is a kind of separate rite,
which is a kind of overflowing of the goodness of God for all children.

2:09:39
Fr. Z That moment of the distribution of Communion is one of times in the older form of the
Mass when the celebrant and the congregation face each other. Now the celebrant and the
congregation face the altar together and face beyond the altar to Christ, who is coming.

2:09:59
Fr. CG But first they will say the Confiteor a second time . . . and then the bishop turns slightly
and gives the absolution that is included in the Confiteor.

2:11:16
Fr. CG All of the ancient rites of the Church, both Eastern and Latin, have that moment of
special preparation for Communion by the confession of sins on behalf of the congregation.

2:11:43
Fr. Z “Lord I am not worthy that thou shouldst enter under my roof, but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.”

2:11:54
Fr. CG This prayer is said three times like so many prayers in the extraordinary form of the
Mass, and people sometimes wonder why the repetition. This is what I call really the divine
psychology— that the first time we hear say something we may not do anything more than
begin to attend, the second time we could begin to focus, but maybe by the third time it begins
to take that kind of true root in us that prayer is meant to do. So it's good psychology as well as
good liturgy.

2:12:23
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Fr. Z There's an old Roman proverb, Father, perhaps you know it, repetita iuvant, repeated
things help.

2:12:27
Fr. CG That’s right. We know that. You know, even when in ordinary elements of human life,
people say the things that are most important to them over and over again, like a young
couple telling one another how much they love one another.

2:12:55
Fr. Z And there maybe even in the course of Holy Masses of this splendor and complexity,
there may be little errors or little flaws and so forth, given time and repetition, which helps us,
we are going to see this become much more frequent and much more smoothly carried out,
although it’s been beautifully, beautifully executed.

2:13:22
Fr. CG It's really been tremendously edifying to see today’s ceremony.

2:13:49
Fr. CG And of course in this form of the Mass, Communion is always received by the
communicant kneeling in a position of reverence and adoration, and Communion is given only
on the tongue, lest fragments of the host be lost through some other method of delivering the
host.

2:14:06
Fr. Z This holy Mass is celebrated in commemoration of the fifth anniversary of the beginning
of the pontificate of Benedict the 16th, and among the many accomplishments Pope Benedict
has already had in his fairly short pontificate is his own example that he is giving to the world,
of returning only to distributing Holy Communion to people who are kneeling. He distributes
on the tongue alone.

2:14:36
Fr. CG Which of course is really the law of the Church, the other methods of
receiving Communion being an exception, a so-called indult to that law, which still remains the
primary method of getting Holy Communion at Mass.

2:14:53
Fr. Z Our Holy Father has not been trying to impose certain things on holy Church. That’s not
his style. He is a very gentle man, and he understands that of course there’s been a lot
of upheaval in our liturgy and practice of our worship, and he doesn't want to impose
things. So he's leading example, and very beautifully.
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2:15:20
Fr. Z They're singing the Communion antiphon, Tu es Petrus and verses of Psalms.

2:15:47
Fr. Z We see some religious in their habits. Some Franciscans and Dominicans coming up.

2:16:42
Fr. CG And as the bishop distributes Communion to the clerics present in the sanctuary for the
Mass, undoubtedly Communion has begun or is about to begin for the faithful in the body of
the church, for whom there a number of priests who will be distributing Communion.

2:17:23
Fr. Z It could very well be, Father, that Communion will take a while despite the fact that
there are various priests to help the upper church. The upper church is said to have a total
capacity of many thousand people and it’s pretty full today.

2:17:34
[Choir sings the Communion motet]

2:17:44
Fr. Z Yes, I received word before thus the people were coming from far and near, driving
even great distances or many states away or flying into town for this occasion. It's very special.
It's wonderful that we have this as a church in the United States to honor the beginning of the
Holy Father’s certificate. But this was a good thing, in this beautiful church, which is so
important to the whole United States.

2:18:12
Fr. CG That's right. Many of the clergy to it come from far and wide places to assist at this
Mass. A number of the servers are members of the congregation at the [FSSP] Fraternity parish
at Pequannock, New Jersey, Our Lady of Fatima.

2:18:30
Fr. Z The bishop himself has come from quite a distance, from the heartland of the United
States, from Tulsa, Oklahoma, Bishop [Edward] Slattery.

2:18:52
Fr. CG Now you see the priests on the right hand of the screen beginning to process out into
the nave of the church.

2:19:12
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Fr. Z You see the are no shortcuts in this kind of Mass. All of the details are carried out with
reverence and patience. Nothing is rushed. Nothing is undignified.
2:19:46
Fr. Z We have eight torch bearers for this pontifical Mass. Sometimes we have six, but this
time we have eight. And there are boys and older men, too. They've made a choice to have
different generations among servers.

2:20:05
Fr. Z They’ve just given Holy Communion to His Eminence Cardinal Baum.

2:20:15
Fr. CG Standing behind the bishop is Father Phillips, who is the head of the Society of St. John
Canscius in Chicago. He’s going to be helping to distribute Communion as well today.

2:20:30
Fr. Z The bishop doesn't have just an altar boy going along with him, with the paten. Well, I
suppose it's a kind of an altar boy. It’s a deacon.

2:20:42
Fr. CG But for the bishop, everything more solemn.

2:20:47
Fr. Z So here's one of those moments when very clearly the celebrant and the congregation
face each other. Remember, for us he is a bishop, but with us he is a Christian, one of those
moments when you can see that manifested in the ritual itself. It’s all about service.

2:21:20
Fr. Z What we're seeing also is one of the, well, probably the supreme form of active
participation of Holy Mass. Sometimes people think the Holy Mass active participation is just
the singing of every word, or being able to carry something, you do that kind of thing, but just
before the council is a wonderful document that came out. It said the supreme, the most
perfect form of active participation was reception of Holy Communion in the state of grace.
Participation is how we engage our minds. First we receive what the Lord has to give, and then
we receive and then we take it interiorly, we ponder it, and then eventually add it gives
outward expression in the appropriate way.

2:22:15
Fr. CG There's no more perfect spirit to bring to Holy Mass for real participation than that spirit
of humble and faithful receptivity.
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2:22:51
Fr. Z You see that the assistant priest has removed his cope and put on a stole. He, too, is
distributing Holy Communion. That’s why you can see the amice on there. He’s wearing an
amice under the stole, which may surprise some people who aren’t quite as familiar with this
older form.

2:23:32
Fr. Z I think these are the some of the girls who are from the children's choir.

2:23:37
Fr. CG Yes, that’s right.

2:24:00
Fr. Z You see the Knights of Malta and other people who have come, everybody mixed
together, people who are old and young, people who are wealthy and poor, who are welcome,
fancy and simpler, healthy and ill.

2:24:16
Fr. CG This is the true oneness that comes from the common reception of Christ Himself into
our of the bodies and souls.

2:24:53
Fr. Z Some of these shots give a sense of the height of the Basilica. They read here that the
height from the floor of the nave to the Great Dome a hundred and fifty seven nine feet.

2:25:15
Fr. CG It’s a very impressive sight from almost any perspective.

2:25:42
Fr. CG And this, of course, is the liturgy for which the National Shrine was originally built. So
the presence of the altar rail, the high altar, the baldachino, and so forth is really ideal for the
celebration of Holy Mass and this 1:45:55 ancient and beautiful rich form.

2:25:59
Fr. Z That’s right. The cornerstone was laid in 1920, and it was dedicated finally in 1959 and
long before the council began and little changes began to take place.

2:26:14
Fr. Z But there's a point we've mentioned a couple of times. I just love to come back to. This
is the first time the main altar, the high altar, of the church has been used for a Pontifical Mass
like this in decades.
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2:26:30
Fr. CG Yes, we certainly hope and pray that this is the beginning of something.

2:27:30
[Choir completes the Motet]

2:27:46
Fr. CG All of these simple elements, kneeling for the reception Holy Communion, the wearing
of a chapel veil, the raising of one's face to receive the sacred host upon one's tongue, the
exquisite beauty of the decorations and carvings of the ciboria in which the Blessed Sacrament
is kept, the sign of the Cross with which the priest blesses each communicant before he places
the host on the tongue, the silence with which it is received by the communicant, all of these
things communicate so ineffably some of the richness and depth of this moment of communion
with Christ Himself that goes so far beyond anything that could be encompassed in words.

2:28:35
Fr. Z Yes, they're little things, they’re little signs, but of far greater realities. Augustine of
Hippo, the great bishop of Hippo who died in fifth century, he said what a little thing is just a
little thing, but to be faithful in a little thing is a great thing and the care with which
they're carrying out the sacred action, it helps also, all of these little things, the way that we
have to submit ourselves to them. And the sacred action reminds us that the true actor in our
holy worship is Jesus Christ, the high priest. He is the one who is active in every word, every
gesture of holiness. And so things that are not worthy of His action don't really have a place in
our liturgical worship.

2:29:53
CG And St. Augustine also said, in reference to Holy Communion, one cannot properly
receive until one has properly adored.

2:30:12
Fr. Z You can see some of the sisters, the Missionaries of Charity, Mother Theresa's order.

2:31:27
Fr. CG Communion continues due to the extraordinary large number of faithful assisting at
Mass today, and then when the bishop finally returns to the altar, there will be the cleansing of
the sacred vessels, which have contained the Body and Blood of Christ, and then the chanting
of the Communion antiphon. And the ceremony will be then drawn to a conclusion, which is
being brought to you through the good offices of the Eternal Word television network, EWTN.

2:32:24
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Fr. CG The bishop is assisted up the altar stairs as he carries the ciborium containing the Body
of Christ.

2:32:39
Fr. Z One of the reasons why our Holy Father Pope Benedict issued Summorum Pontificum,
which freed up the use of the older forms of the liturgy as they were before the Second Vatican
Council, which we had for so many centuries, was that he hoped there might be a mutual
enrichment between what this is, called the extraordinary form, and the ordinary form of the
Mass. Perhaps you could speak about that just for a moment.

2:33:06
Fr. CG Well, as I think as the Holy Father himself has made clear, I think he doesn't envision too
many changes in the older form of Mass other than perhaps the insertion of the feasts of the
saints who've been canonized since the time of the last edition of the older missile. And
perhaps a couple of the prefaces of the ones that had been added over the years. But it seems
that for the newer form he envisions far more sweeping changes, eventually more in the
tradition of the older form. But again as you were saying before, Father, he's doing this in a
very considered way, in a very gentle way so that people are not disconcerted or scandalized by
the kind of changes which ordinary simple Catholics sometimes find very difficult to understand
in which of course, a lot of older Catholics will remember as being so wrenching and
disconcerting in the mid-1960s, when a lot of things were sometimes done without explanation
or seeming reason. But certainly, to take his own example as an indication, Mass facing the
altar so to say rather than facing the people, is one thing that he seems to be emphasizing,
Communion on the tongue and kneeling, as you've already mentioned, the use of Latin in the
Mass, and the more solemn form of ceremonies as well.

I always think that, you know, it's rather unfair in a way to compare the two forms of the Mass
because the older form has had almost two millennia to be perfected and to be made ideally
profound. For the newer form, it needs time and it needs the experience of prayer. It can’t be
rush it was rushed a little bit at the beginning which is why it disconcerted so many people. But
the Holy Father, realizing that, and as he reminds us having been part of it. He knows better
almost than anyone, where the problems have been and how what direction this thing should
go in order to repair them.

2:35:34
Fr. Z Yes, that's right. We also, in watching the solemn form of solemn Mass an older form,
you're reminded that the things that you mentioned, kneeling for Holy Communion, use of
Latin Mass, but with everyone facing the same direction, all these things are fine for the new
form of Mass, too. There is not a single thing in the documents of Vatican II that said the altars
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had to be turned around. The document said the Latin should be retained, that the document
said specifically this kind of music was supposed to have pride of place. So this reminds us that
our worship should be in continuity for we've been doing all these centuries.

2:36:20
Fr. CG As the Holy Father himself reminded his brother bishops at the time of issuing
Summorum Pontificum, this Mass, which we're seeing today, was in fact the Mass of the council.

2:36:39
Fr. Z Here we see the subdeacon and the deacon are taking care of the sacred vessels.
Everything being carefully purified.

2:37:13
Fr. CG The bishop will then recite the Communion [verse], but first he'll have a lavabo, a final
washing of the hands.

2:37:48
Fr. CG And after the Communion antiphon and the Post Communion prayers, first that for the
anniversary of the Holy Father and then the commemoration of Saint Fidelis.

2:38:35
Fr. Z (Communion antiphon) “We beseech thee, O Lord, may the participation of this divine
Sacrament protect us, and always procure safety and defense to thy servant Benedict, whom
thou hast appointed Pastor over Thy Church, together with the flock committed to his charge.”

Fr. Z (Commemoration of St. Fidelis) “Our strength renewed from having shared in thy sacred
gift, we beseech Thee, O Lord our God, that by the intercession of blessed Fidelis, Thy martyr,
we may ever feel the mighty power of the sacrament we worship.”

2:39:59
Fr. CG It’s as our liturgy professor used to say, as if he’s saying, now go, but don't go yet; I have
another prayer. And now go, but don't go yet; I want to give you a blessing. And now go, but
don't go yet, because I'm going to read the gospel. Now at the Incarnation it's a beautiful
image, we don't want it to end.

2:40:44
Fr. Z Now the solemn blessing.

2:41:14
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Fr. CG And now the bishop will read the last gospel, which is read at all celebrations of Mass in
the traditional form. This is the beginning of St. John's Gospel, so called prologue, which is so
totally in continuity with the words which the bishop spoke in his beautiful, very profound
sermon today. I mention the EWTN will be inundated with requests for the text.

2:41:38
Fr. Z We hear in the background the choir is singing a beautiful prayer for the Holy Father.
Let us pray for the Holy Father Pope Benedict, and preserve and protect him from his enemies.

2:42:12
Fr. Z You can see the book is open for the bishop to read from for the last gospel. A little
larger print, easier to read. You have to remember that some of the bishops were older
priests . . . a little larger writing for their books. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.” This is at the end of almost every Mass in the older
form.

2:43:10
Fr. CG You’ll notice, Father, that the bishop has lost his gloves.

2:43:54
Fr. Z Now the recession begins.

[Organ]

2:45:07
Fr. Z As we watch the formal, courtly movement of the service itself and the processions that
come in, and the processions during, and the processions that come after, it’s perhaps a fine
form of liturgical dance, isn't it?

2:45:35
Fr. CG It’s certainly choreographed to a fare-thee-well with lots of rehearsal and lots of
attention to detail.

2:46:09
Fr. Z We see, Father, here's a little detail some might be looking at one priest, will have a tuft
on the top of his biretta, another one might not. Another one might not. Some priests in choir
did wear them, and some didn't. And of course the religious have hoods, and use their hood
instead of a biretta, and the Roman style is not to have the tuft on top, and French style is to
have it, full of details.
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Fr. CG Yes, and some priests have taking their birettas out of mothballs again, as they're being
used more and more in the celebration of the liturgy.
2:46:53
Fr. Z We see some Dominicans there, with their black cloaks.

2:47:00
Fr. CG There is Father Joseph Bisig, the director of the seminary at the Fraternity of Saint Peter.

2:47:46
Fr.CG Standing in front of the bishop there is Mr. Simon Harkins, a deacon of the Priests of the
Fraternity of Saint Peter, who will be celebrating his first Mass at the Cathedral in Edinburgh
(Scotland) in the presence of Cardinal O’Bryan.

2:48:30
Fr. Z A fine shot of the sacred ministers surrounding the Bishop. The bishop is carrying the
sign of his pastoral ministry. He comes over to great the Cardinal. Now the Cardinal (Baum) is
kissing the bishop’s ring.

2:48:53
Fr. CG Yes. True episcopal solidarity.

2:49:00
Fr. Z Perhaps the bishop will lean a little bit on that staff of his on the way out after this long
ceremony.

Fr. CG He must be tired.

2:49:12
Fr. Z St. Augustine, whom we have mentioned several times during the course of the
broadcast here, talked about the episcopal ministry as if it were a heavy military backpack of a
Roman soldier.

2:49:45
Fr. CG And this concludes our broadcast and televising of today's ceremony from the National
Shrine of the extraordinary form of the liturgy. We hope that it will be a blessing for you all to
have seen it, and we hope that there will be many more to follow to follow. On behalf of
Father Zuhlsdorf and myself, God bless you all.
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